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Basketball

Russell Westbrook’s rising-NBA-career 
style is brimming with sartorial slam dunks 
and off-court do-gooding. 
By Andrea Carneiro 

The

Diaries
NBA stars may arguably be some of the most 
stylish athletes in professional sports these days 
— sporting three-piece suits and fashion en-
dorsements — so it takes a true style star to 
emerge from the pack. Enter Russell Westbrook.

The 26-year-old Oklahoma City Thunder point 
guard has been drawing as much attention for his 
high-fashion style as he has for his high-flying 
skills on the court, wearing everything from 
Givenchy sweatshirts to his signature funky 
frames to what one sports website dubbed a 
“space poncho,” to the delight of fans around the 
world. “I have been into fashion ever since I was 
a kid,” says Westbrook. “But now I travel more 
and am able to see different styles and trends.”

His interpretation of those trends has caught 
the eye of everyone from Twitter fans to the 
highest levels of the fashion echelon — sparking 
Vogue editors to christen him the “Kate Moss 
of the NBA” and inspiring a multidesigner col-
laboration with Barneys New York. But when 
it comes to labels, Westbrook says he’s up for 
anything, wearing insider favorites such as Rick 
Owens alongside less-pricey finds from Zara 
and Topman. 

One label Westbrook is dedicated to, though? 
Zenith. “I think a watch can really be an inte-
gral part of your outfit, and I am lucky enough 
to work with Zenith [as a brand ambassador], 
the best in the watch industry, so I have some 
great watches,” says Westbrook, who traveled 
to Switzerland to see the brand’s headquarters. 
“I think both watches and glasses can help dress 
up your clothes or accentuate any outfit.”

Westbrook’s passions, however, extend be-
yond basketball and fashion. Inspired by his own 
upbringing, he founded the Why Not? Foundation 
in 2012, a nonprofit dedicated to supporting 
community-based education and family services 
and inspiring kids around the country. “My father 
taught my brother and I that whenever someone 
tells you that you can’t do something, you should 
ask ‘why not?’ and work even harder to succeed. 
I want to inspire other kids to do the same,” he 
says. “I want to work to make sure every child is 
given the opportunity to get an education and do 
what they want in life.”
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Westbrook, an ambassador 
of Zenith watches, wears  
the brand’s Pilot Type 20 
Annual Calendar in rose  
gold and titanium. 


